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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 27 June on the following motion moved by Hon Liz Behjat —  

That the following address be presented to His Excellency — 
To His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, Companion of the Order of Australia, Commander of 
the Royal Victorian Order, Queen’s Counsel, Governor in and over the state of Western 
Australia and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia. 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious 
Sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to 
Parliament. 

to which the following amendment was moved by Hon Ken Travers —  

To insert after “deliver to Parliament” —  

but regrets to inform His Excellency that the Barnett government has already broken a number 
of promises made during the March state election campaign  

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [3.19 pm]: I rise to speak to the motion. In addressing my 
comments to the amendment, I will also respond to the speech of His Excellency the Governor to the Parliament. 
I will address both the amendment and the original motion. I will rely on some notes, as has been the custom in 
this house for this debate. I want to start very similarly to His Excellency by acknowledging the Noongar people, 
on whose land we meet today in Parliament. I wish to pay my respects to their elders past and present. This has 
always been and will always be Noongar land. An acknowledgement of the traditional owners or a welcome to 
country by someone authorised by the traditional owners has become an integral part of many occasions when 
people gather in Australia. 

I wish to draw attention to the tremendous achievement of the Greens in the federal Parliament over the past 
three years. They have ensured that recognition of Australia’s first peoples and traditional owners will be made 
at the beginning of each Parliament. It would behove us to take the example that they have set in federal 
Parliament and consider whether we could also adopt that practice at the beginning of our proceedings. 
Recognition is but one step towards reconciliation with the first peoples. The high rate of imprisonment and the 
gap in life expectancy are powerful indicators that we have a long way to go to ensure that the Noongar people—
in fact, all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in Western Australia—can experience the prosperity and 
wellbeing that the Premier has stated is the motivation for this government. I note that His Excellency drew 
attention to that motivation in the closing remarks of his speech at the opening of Parliament. 

As members before me have done in their replies to the Governor’s speech, I will provide a bit of personal 
information and express my appreciation to supporters for their work at the March state election. I will share my 
reflections on the achievements in the previous term of Parliament and flag a few goals for this term. My journey 
to be here with members began in the United States of America. I was born in Colorado Springs among the 
Rocky Mountains at the United States Air Force Academy Hospital. Then I lived in the states of New Mexico, 
Kansas and California. It is my understanding that I am the first US-born citizen to serve in the Western 
Australian Parliament, because I was sworn in very briefly in 2005 before the member for Riverton was sworn 
in, who was the second US citizen to serve, and he serves in another place. 

Hon Sue Ellery: One too many! 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: In May I was sworn in to represent the people of the South Metropolitan Region, 
similar to Hon Sue Ellery. There are a couple of US citizens, but it is more the type of US citizen! 

In May I was sworn in to represent the people of the South Metropolitan Region for, on reflection, the third time. 
I congratulate my colleague Hon Robin Chapple for also being sworn in for the third time, but to represent the 
people of the Mining and Pastoral Region. 

I must admit that it is with a heavy heart that I stand here as one of two Greens left in the Legislative Council. I 
acknowledge the tremendous and longstanding career of Hon Giz Watson, who is not here with us now because 
she is off fighting other battles outside of this place. Hon Giz Watson’s contribution to this Parliament over 
20 years is widely respected, as many members, both retiring and new to this place, noted in their speeches. I 
also want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of Hon Alison Xamon, who was the first Green in this 
place to represent the people of the East Metropolitan Region. She demonstrated a tremendous capacity as a 
representative of that region, as her parliamentary record will prove. The history of the Greens in this place 
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shows that we get knocked out but we return again. Not that long ago, from 2005 to 2009, there were but two 
Greens in the Legislative Council, although we had five MLCs from 2001 to 2005. It has not been easy to prise 
open the two-party tradition of Australian politics; it has its ebbs and flows. Hon Giz Watson did not give up 
even though the flavour of government changed. For 12 years she was among those who held the balance of 
power. She remained a stalwart for environmental protection and for standing up for what matters. That is the 
tradition that we Greens hold dear. Indeed, in the federal Parliament, as a result of the votes of 1.5 million people 
in the 2010 election, we have driven and delivered the biggest environmental, economic and social reform for 
decades. 

I wish to congratulate you, Mr President, on your re-election both to the house and to the position that you hold 
in this chamber. I have found your leadership to be most appropriate and not only intelligent, but also heartfelt. I 
have appreciated how you have ruled on various standing orders during the parliamentary term and look forward 
to working with you over the next four years. 

I also congratulate the leaders in the chamber of both the government and the opposition, Hon Peter Collier and 
Hon Sue Ellery. In fact, I congratulate the achievement of all members who have returned and welcome the 
members who have joined us for the first time. As we have had a few weeks in Parliament thus far, it is 
appropriate to also acknowledge that the leadership style being shown by the leaders of both sides is exemplary. 
The Greens have appreciated the attitude and the honesty that has been demonstrated to us and the entire team by 
the Leader of the Government. It has been refreshing. It has been more delightful for the two of us to be in the 
chamber knowing that we have an even playing field. We appreciate that. 

I want to thank the new members for their inaugural speeches and for demonstrating so quickly a capacity to be 
critical thinkers and to stand up for what they believe. I trust that the new members will travel well over the next 
four years and realise some of their ambitions, take every opportunity to assist those who are doing it tough and 
hold fast to their hope for WA’s prosperity and future. 

It is indeed a humbling experience to be re-elected, as many members have commented. There are many people 
who pull out all stops during a state election to get us here. In particular, I want to thank my partner, Sarah. I 
want to thank lots of volunteers who worked in the south metropolitan team and I will name just a few: Johnny 
Vidovich, Jacinta, Jane, Tracey, Lee, Tim, Rob, Chris, Shane, Norman, Leonie, Jan, James and Sonny. Honestly, 
it is amazing how democracy works in Australia when so many volunteer hours are invested to put us in a 
position to make the decisions that we make day in, day out. As with other members who were elected to the 
regions, 14 candidates ran in the South Metropolitan Region. I also want to acknowledge their contribution to the 
campaign, because if they had not done so, I would not be in a position to represent them now. Tammy Solonec 
and Jean Jenkins, a former Australian Democrats senator, were the two candidates who supported me in the 
upper house ballot. Both of them would make exemplary leaders in this house, and I look toward to either one of 
them joining me in due course. I want to particularly acknowledge the candidate for Warnbro, Jordon Steele-
John, who joins us in the public gallery today with his mother, Tracey. Jordon is an advocate for access in all 
areas. He has challenges in his life, having been born with cerebral palsy, and I am sure that for him it is a 
particularly special day because he was here to hear the Minister for Disability Services acknowledge the rights 
of people with disabilities and that the Barnett government has chosen to sign up to the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme. I know many people with disabilities have been very keen to see the Barnett government 
jump on board the campaign. In fact, one of the most organised campaigns in the state election was to have 
people sign up to the NDIS. I recognise the complexities involved in that and I congratulate the Barnett 
government for negotiating two trial sites in Western Australia. It appears that holding out has benefited 
somewhat.  

I want to briefly mention the other candidates: Peter Best; Roslyn Harman; Sarah Newbold; in the seat of 
Fremantle, Andrew Sullivan; Christine Cunningham; Dawn Jecks; Iwan Boskamp; Marcus Atkinson; Alisha 
Ryans-Taylor; Shannon Hewitt; John Haynes; Kate Gnanapragasam; and, finally, Rebecca Leighton. We had 
such a beautiful group of people of all ages and genders running. It was quite an amazing experience to work 
together as a team to a common goal and to get to know even better the people throughout the South 
Metropolitan Region.  

I also want to express my thanks to the donors, fundraisers, all the musicians who got on board, the artists and 
the activists. We could not have done it without them. There were hundreds of volunteers in the polling booths 
on polling day. I recently read that volunteers on polling booths increase the vote by two per cent. It makes a 
difference for people to be involved in democracy on that day through handing out how-to-vote cards and 
helping the voters. Two per cent would have made a huge difference to me in the South Metropolitan Region, so 
I thank everyone who turned up to help on the day.  

At this time I want to recognise and express my respect for a few people who played important roles in my 
political life but who have recently died. Mary Jenkins is one, and the other two are Del Weston and Gavin 
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Mooney. It is my intention to honour these individuals through a member’s statement over the next few weeks. 
Each of them is significant to people in the South Metropolitan Region and to politics in the state. They deserve 
to be duly recognised for their contributions to democratic life. The events of the past two years have turned my 
mind to how precious life is. Not only have I farewelled these friends and comrades, but two people close to me 
have been fighting off cancer. When mortality hits close to home, it makes one reflect on one life’s purpose. 

It has taken me a while to get to the point of replying to the Governor’s speech. I want to comment on why I am 
here. It is very important to me that we leave a legacy for future generations. The more I study our environment 
and how it is changing due to climate and the land uses that we put it under, the more I realise that the actions in 
our lifetime will affect our own children. It is not future generations that we will affect, but people with whom 
we are living now. I recently had lunch with someone in her seventies, and she realised that we will experience 
dramatic change in her lifetime. I think we all thought it is some far-off change, but it will happen sooner rather 
than later and it will be due to the choices that we make in this Legislative Council. It is extremely important for 
us to act now to facilitate more clean energy, to move away from coal-burning power stations and to facilitate 
any methods we can to clear the air so that we are not exposed to toxins and to repair our soils from the 
degradation over generations of harsh weather and sometimes harsh practices from not just farming and logging, 
but also building our cities in places where they really should not be. A lot of choices that we make on a daily 
basis will impact for decades, if not hundreds of years to come. We should be mindful of how the decisions that 
come to this house for signing off affect our environment.  

I turn to the subject of water. As we in Western Australia know, water is precious. As I take a drink now, I 
commend the government for moving forward in recycling water. The more water supply alternatives we have, 
the better it is. As you know, Mr President, and as I am sure you have heard several times before, the Greens 
WA think we could use water more efficiently and charge industry for water use. That would assist us in 
reducing the amount of water we use. However, when we are talking about the tremendous challenge we face in 
the decades to come, desalination, recycling water and recharging into the groundwater are all important steps 
that we must undertake. My reflections on the meaning of life have led me to think about my shortlist and what it 
is that I stand for and what matters to me. Being a member of the Legislative Council gives me an opportunity to 
stand up for what matters. That is why I am a member of the Greens. That is why I am here today representing 
the people of the South Metropolitan Region. Since I was originally elected back in 2005, one of the issues for us 
has been saving the Beeliar wetlands from a road proposal. That road proposal goes back to 1984. For some time 
now we have been trying to stop that road. We will not give up. If anything, we have succeeded at least this far 
in holding it off. Saving the Beeliar wetlands remains one of the core businesses that I have in this house. Also, it 
is important that we protect native environments to prevent flora and fauna from extinction. That is the point we 
face. I will read some quotes later about the extinction threat. Members know that I am very keen on improving 
the life of farm animals. In the last term of government I tried to save sows from being restrained in sow stalls. I 
will also take that up in the future. I have a bill, of which I have given notice, to control the labelling of free-
range eggs. That is about making sure that people do not profit from practices that are not free-range. Consumers 
have illustrated by the way they spend their dollars that free-range matters to them, so I think it is fair enough to 
have integrity in labelling. I will also continue to advocate for an end to live exports, as Hon Ken Baston knows 
in his position as Minister for Agriculture and Food. I look forward to looking at the alternatives and how we can 
sustain the farming and pastoral industries without live exports.  

Hon Ken Baston: We need bigger ships.  

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: The minister is talking about putting a paddock on a ship! Okay; we obviously need 
to talk. We need to improve our city so that we can live better, more connected lives and experience more 
wellbeing and happiness. Those goals are parallel with the Premier’s goal in his statement to improve wellbeing 
and happiness. I am doing that on a multilevel approach, which I will go into detail about later.  

I believe one of the core businesses of this Parliament—we have an opportunity to do it—is to affect the cycle of 
domestic violence. We should also stand up and speak out for the rights of people experiencing disadvantage. 
Whether it be homelessness, a lack of access due to a disability or an adult being denied the right to marry the 
person they love, we should stand up and speak out for the rights of people experiencing disadvantage. Not all of 
these are easy; however, we can seek inspiration from the leaders of the past who have achieved great goals. In 
fact, during the break following the election I had an opportunity to see the film about Abraham Lincoln, and I 
would recommend that film to members because it shows exactly how difficult it can be to achieve social 
reforms. Lincoln desperately wanted to end slavery, and all of the odds were against him. However, he continued 
in dogged pursuit of his goal, and even though it was politically difficult, he managed to achieve that reform. I 
would love to hear more examples of how members of Parliament have, through their own personal sense of 
justice, been able to effect change on a vast level for so many people. That is the kind of parliamentarian that I 
aspire to be, and I hope that we can achieve something on that level in this Parliament. 
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There are many challenges before us. I want to quote a passage from the executive summary of the Department 
of Planning’s “The Housing we’d Choose: a study for Perth and Peel”, which sets the scene about the 
unprecedented transformational change that Perth is undergoing. It states, in part — 

Perth is experiencing unprecedented transformational change. Its population increased by 65,400 people 
(3.6 per cent) in the year between June 2011 and June 2012, largely due to in-migration of more than 
1,000 people per week. In addition to rapid growth, the rate of change in our demographic profile is 
accelerating; by 2031 the number of lone person households across Australia is expected to have 
increased by 73 per cent since 2006. In the face of dramatic population growth and demographic 
change, it is critical to examine whether current and planned housing stock meets the present and future 
needs of the residents of Perth and Peel. Perth’s current urban pattern is dominated by residential areas 
that express the long standing preference of Australians for single, detached 4 x 2 houses in the suburbs. 
This is increasingly problematic for those who need something small and affordable in which to form a 
new household or who may want to downsize to a smaller dwelling in the location they have come to 
know over many years. The urban fringe pattern of development that has served Perth over the last 150 
years, is becoming less socially, economically or environmentally viable. Traffic congestion is growing. 
The weekly cost to households of running a car is increasing. Providing infrastructure such as power, 
water and sewer to a population spread relatively thinly over such a large area is becoming more 
expensive. And the negative environmental impacts of clearing native vegetation are becoming more 
apparent. 

Housing is too expensive and there is simply not enough, but we cannot keep releasing land and stranding people 
on the city fringe, without access to services and amenities, and with high transport and energy costs. The Greens 
have proposals to create many more homes that will offer greater housing diversity and affordability, and we will 
work to convert unused urban buildings into rentable properties, build smaller homes and create more infill 
developments, plus increase the availability of shared equity properties, cooperative housing and ensure better 
security and conditions for renters. 

Western Australians will head to the polls again in four weeks’ time, this time to elect our federal 
representatives. Before we discuss that, I want to take a few minutes to reflect on some of the lessons of the state 
election. Much has been made of independent costings of election promises. Indeed, the amendment to this 
motion is precisely geared towards highlighting that. During the state election, when the other two parties were 
warring over which rail to build, the Greens suggested that we establish an independent office for budget 
costings. This was a very good suggestion, which was taken up by the federal government; in fact, that was 
another benefit of having the Greens in the Australian federal Parliament over the last three years—the 
establishment of the Parliamentary Budget Office. The job of this office is to cost election promises, so that 
we do not have the “he said, she said” claims that basically just take up time and space in our newspapers and 
that do not really make any clearer for voters the picture of what the parties are going to deliver. We would like 
to see that initiative here in Western Australia so that election promises could be independently costed. 

This became even more important during the state election campaign, because in December 2012 it was reported 
that the transport planning pledges amounted to $8 billion. I refer now to an article that appeared in The West 
Australian, written by Ken Acott. It states, in part — 

Millions of dollars are being spent on planning major transport projects around WA, without any 
confirmation about how they will be funded or when they will be built.  

A search of recent State Government press releases, parliamentary speeches and news reports found that 
more than $8 billion worth of projects have been announced or are being considered. There are almost 
certainly more. 

That article is from December 2012, so it was before the New MetroRail project and the other rail projects were 
being discussed in the public domain. The article continues — 

The latest came yesterday when Premier Colin Barnett unveiled a $500 million plan to ease road 
congestion in Perth’s northern suburbs. It includes the extension of the Mitchell Freeway to Hester 
Avenue in Clarkson.  

Many of the other $8 billion worth of projects are still on the drawing boards of public servants. 

Others are being considered by steering committees or working groups. 

And some have already involved extensive planning, costing millions of dollars over several years. 
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It was not surprising, in part due to coordinated campaigning by the RAC, that traffic congestion became a major 
issue in the last election. In the area of transport, the ABC held a forum—Hon Ken Travers was there, as I was—
at which the issues of traffic congestion and transport planning were discussed. To this day, we do not really 
know what those promises are going to deliver; they came out in that debate. On that occasion the Minister for 
Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, was present, and he made statements about what the government was going to 
deliver. In addition to the debate over rail, we also had several events that called on the government to transition 
freight transport from road to rail. This was taken up by a coalition of groups across the city and in the country, 
because people in the country really want to retain the tier 3 rail lines. An additional element of that campaign 
was to restore those lines to the wheatbelt. There was a lot of action and column inches devoted to transport 
during that election campaign, and I am looking forward to this Parliament actually delivering some solutions, 
although it feels perilous at the moment, because we are about to have a budget that we know will be a tough, 
cost-cutting budget. 

Across the metropolitan area people stood up for local places that they feel are too precious to lose. I have 
mentioned the Beeliar wetlands; there was also Lake Nowergup in the north, the Guildford Hotel in the east, the 
trees surrounding the Charles Riley Memorial Reserve in North Beach, the tuart tree near Healy Road in 
Hamilton Hill and the overlap in Ferndale. All these people in local neighbourhoods were standing up and 
saying, “These things are precious to us, and your decisions in Parliament are threatening them”. I am hopeful 
that some members actually heard those cries from the public. I certainly did, and I certainly intend to pursue 
their aims and their objectives during this term. 

Thousands of people around Australia protested the continuing export of animals for slaughter overseas, which 
continues to this day. There was also a forum held by the Chamber of Arts and Culture, and an internet 
campaign, calling for more support for the arts and recognition of the role that arts play in our society. Never 
before have I seen the arts and culture lobby so organised, and I am hopeful that their efforts will be rewarded in 
the budget that we are about to see. There were rallies calling for support for people experiencing homelessness 
and for those most vulnerable struggling to find affordable housing. There were also rallies for marriage equality 
and rallies to ban hydraulic fracturing for gas. What did I learn from all this election campaigning? I learnt that 
conservation of precious places, protection of animals and birds, and protection and enhancement of our urban 
forests and greenways are important to Western Australians. I learnt that we must foster more innovation and do 
it faster, because we need to take up clean energy and improve energy efficiency. I learnt that the public is aware 
that the government is not completely committed to one of the most important issues of the election—traffic 
congestion. The public deserves and wants light rail; it wants more active transport and it wants cycling 
infrastructure. I learnt a lot about housing affordability and homelessness. I hope the Barnett government 
delivers on some of those asks from the sector for additional social housing, more diversity in housing and 
smaller houses.  

Our part in the Greens was to work with the Urban Development Institute of Australia and the Property Council 
of Australia to develop a plan for transforming Perth. In that plan we would build up high-density and mixed-use 
development along the transit corridors. This would solve many problems with one stone because the need for 
expensive transport systems into the suburbs is reduced by putting services where people live. Also, more 
diverse housing is created close to key transport networks, therefore reducing the number of people needing to 
drive in the suburbs and on the freeways. Affordability is also improved by offering smaller houses, by taking 
the pressure off those few houses available now in the market and by creating more. These are not difficult 
solutions, but we were able to work with the experts and show exactly where we could build that housing and 
exactly what would benefit people, and we could do it while protecting our precious greenways and heritage. We 
would have a filter that would exempt heritage buildings and properties. I encourage members, if they are 
interested, to look at that “Transforming Perth” report, which is up on the web, and to look at their own 
electorates to see proposals from the experts who know. That is the kind of on-the-ground activity we will need 
to transform Perth. 

I also learnt from my constituents that they want steps to be taken to protect us from the worst impacts of climate 
change. Members would be aware that I recently introduced a bill to this house, the Climate Change Readiness 
(Coastal Planning and Protection) Bill. That bill will deliver the planning infrastructure and system we need to 
transition into a time when the seas rise and storm events affect people who live along the coast. We know that 
most of our population lives along the coast and this will not be a small problem nor will it be isolated; it will 
affect the entire coast at once. We need to put this in place in these 100-year planning time frames so that we can 
protect people and their homes from the worst impacts of climate change and sustain property to survive these 
changes. It is a matter of making those tough decisions. If we put the planning policies in place now, we will not 
have to deal with insurance payouts later.  
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I also learnt that many constituents want us to be on the right side of history and to enshrine the rights and 
liberties of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans/transgender and intersex people and other sexuality, sex and gender 
diverse people in marriage, in schools, in aged care facilities—everywhere.  

There is also a growing sensitivity to the pain and suffering of farm animals. In the upcoming federal election the 
Animal Justice Party is running for the Senate throughout the country on precisely that issue—it really wants to 
see change in the farming industry. Maybe in Western Australia we do not suffer with the worst of puppy farms, 
but they do exist. People care and they are activating politically, based on their experiences and how deeply they 
feel about the suffering of animals. I know there is more we can do in this chamber to ensure we build the trust 
of people that farming is conducted humanely. 

The arts sector, as I have mentioned, also drew together a formidable force and it has lobbied for infrastructure 
and indexation for arts funding. I have already heard that that has possibly not achieved results.  

Responding to the community, the Greens developed 35 initiatives in the lead-up to the state election. I have 
mentioned some of the key ones I feel passionately about, and there are others. One of them is solar power for 
social housing. We costed this and worked out that if solar panels were put on social houses, the need for another 
coal-fired power station down the road could be eliminated. There are complexities to that, as we learned in the 
rollout of that policy. Because we have this good policy of spreading out social housing, we will not affect just 
one substation at a time. Therefore, we might have to approach this policy of providing solar power to social 
housing from a neighbourhood perspective and perhaps look at extending it beyond social housing in one 
particular local government area so that the area can upgrade its substation to receive the solar power. 
Hon Robin Chapple is working on this and will make considered proposals to this chamber in due course. That is 
really an exciting opportunity to assist people who need it most by bringing their energy costs down and to 
reduce our carbon footprint. It is a win–win situation. At the time the Leader of the Opposition was interested in 
that policy and I hope it is widely taken up.  

We also proposed a bike vision. As Hon Ken Travers knows, there is much to be done to improve our cycling 
infrastructure. One thing that the Greens, in fact I, will do is to introduce a bill to improve the safety of cyclists. 
That bill will establish a one-metre passing distance for cars passing cyclists to try to improve the safety of 
cyclists on the road. If a motorist is going faster than 60 kilometres an hour, they will have to leave one and a 
half metres. This is a national initiative that the Amy Gillett Foundation has proposed and it is being taken up by 
Parliaments around Australia. It is a way we can get more people on the roads cycling, reducing congestion and 
improving our health and wellbeing.  

Members would be aware that in the last Parliament I drafted and introduced a bill for same-sex marriage. 
We hope that the federal government will come good on this policy, but as we saw in New South Wales only 
last month, a parliamentary committee has determined that this is an area for state legislation and that it can 
proceed. Therefore, it looks like states around Australia might just do that. In the event that we get 
that opportunity in Western Australia, I look forward to working with my colleagues across the floor to achieve 
that important reform for LGBTI people and also to working with members on this side who advocate strongly 
for it. 

As you know, Mr President, I am passionate about saving the environment—I think I have made that clear—and 
I want to just make you aware of a few facts about the environment. Australia is one of only 17 countries 
recognised as megadiverse. This group of countries has less than 10 per cent of the global surface but supports 
more than 70 per cent of the biological diversity on earth. What is more, over 80 per cent of our mammals, 
reptiles and flowering plants exist only in Australia. We are in a biodiversity crisis and the latest “State of the 
Environment Report”, from 2011, reported declines in many of our mammal species in all states with the 
situation continuing to deteriorate. Twenty-seven mammal species are listed as extinct and over 20 per cent of 
our remaining 386 mammal species are threatened with extinction. Many of our bird, reptile and plant species 
are also at risk. Responsibility for regulating developments that harm the environment has historically sat largely 
with us, state governments; it is our responsibility. I know that the federal government has the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, but really the first post is here with us. I hope that we will stand 
up for these plants and animals that, really, do not deserve to fall into extinction because of our mismanagement 
of resources. Therefore, I hope that through this next period we will put even more emphasis on that. I recently 
visited Sydney and attended the national climate change research group conference. The biodiversity report card 
was released there and it highlighted a couple of habitats in Western Australia that will have impacts due to 
climate change. The impacts on those habitats will cause our beloved Carnaby’s cockatoo and some of our 
unique mammals to face a worse risk of extinction. There are things that we can do: make decisions about where 
we log and where we build houses and roads to stop that from happening. 
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To end my reply to the Governor’s speech in terms that an economic rationalist paradigm can best understand, I 
want to draw the house’s attention to the cold, stark reality of the implications of climate change. A growing 
number of global investors view climate change as a material investment risk; 53 per cent of asset managers 
recently surveyed said that they decided not to invest in listed equities based on climate change concerns. I quote 
Dr Vandana Shiva who said, “It is not an investment if it is destroying the planet.” In members’ role in this 
Parliament in Western Australia, I ask that they recognise what we do. How do we invest our time, energy and 
resources? It does matter to the planet. We can make a difference and I want us to make a positive impact. We 
have so very little time to act.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Peter Collier (Leader of the House). 
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